
Celebrating a Year of Giving: 
The 2017–2018 Stewardship Report
We have a lot to be thankful for as we look back at the 2017–2018 season.   

Remarkable performances on all 
stages at the National Arts Centre, 
including the newly-renovated 
Southam Hall, delighted audiences.  
Innovative new creation leaped 
off the page and into countless 
hearts.  Emerging Canadian artists 
were given the chance to develop 
their talent while thousands of 
young people were exposed to the 
performing arts through a variety of 
learning opportunities.
There was much to celebrate in 
2017–2018 and our supporters were 
front-and-centre for all of it.  As 
always, your support made it possible 
for the NAC to serve as a catalyst for 
performance, creation and learning 
across the country.  
2017–2018 also brought big changes 
to the NAC here in Ottawa.  Our 
new public spaces allowed us to 
welcome the community in a whole 
new way.  
And, it was the year we bid a 
bittersweet farewell to long-time 

NAC President and CEO, Peter 
Herrndorf and welcomed 
Christopher Deacon to the helm.  
With more than 35 years of 
professional experience managing 
orchestras, including 22 years as 
Managing Director of the NAC 
Orchestra, Christopher is the first 
person in the NAC’s 49-year history 
to be promoted from within the 
organization to become President 
and CEO. 
Looking back on the year, we have 
many reasons to be thankful.  And 
the greatest reason of all is your 
generous support. Every proud 
moment we celebrate on Canada’s 
stage, we do together with you.

Your Incredible 
Record of Giving 
It’s now been 18 years since we 
launched the NAC Foundation and 
welcomed our very first supporters.  
In that time, we’ve never ceased to 

be inspired by the generosity of our 
donor community.  By demonstrating 
your passion for the performing 
arts through giving, you’ve helped 
bring world-renowned performers 
to our stage, invested in brilliant 
new creation, educated promising 
artists and ignited a passion for the 
performing arts in the next generation 
of audience members. 
Dedicated supporters like you are 
continuously there behind-the-scenes 
as we work together to transform lives 
through the magic of the performing 
arts.  To date, your donations and 
the contributions of our corporate 
sponsors and foundations have 
totaled more than $150 million.  
Your generosity plays a huge role in 
keeping the performing arts thriving 
on stages across the country as well as 
in countless grateful hearts.
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The Impact of Your Giving
As we look back on the 2017–2018 season, we are sincerely grateful to supporters like you for 
championing the performing arts in Canada. Here are just some of the highlights we’re celebrating 
thanks to your support for the National Arts Centre:

NAC FRENCH THEATRE’S 
GABRIEL DUMONT’S WILD WEST 
SHOW CAPTIVATES AUDIENCES 
IN OTTAWA AND THREE OTHER 
CANADIAN CITIES 

NAC French Theatre opened its season 
with a bold, large-scale new work: 
Gabriel Dumont’s Wild West Show.  The 
flamboyant epic about the struggles 
of the Métis in the Canadian West 
is a collective creation of 10 writers 
representing various French, English, 
First Nations and Métis communities. 
Gabriel Dumont’s Wild West Show, a 
NAC French Theatre co-production, 
premiered at the NAC before 
heading to Montreal, Winnipeg and 
Saskatoon, the cities of the show’s three 
partner-organizations. 

THE NAC ORCHESTRA WRAPS 
UP ITS CANADA 150 TOUR IN 
THE WEST AND NORTH 

Under the direction of Music 
Director Alexander Shelley, the NAC 
Orchestra concluded the second 
leg of its highly acclaimed Canada 
150 Tour with fall dates in Western 
and Northern Canada.  Highlights 
included performances in Calgary and 
Vancouver of Life Reflected, a stunning 
original creation commissioned by 
the NAC; including I Lost My Talk, 
a new work by Alberta composer 
John Estacio.  In total, the Tour 
included more than 150 education 
and community engagement activities 
comprising masterclasses, school 
performances, coaching sessions and 
much more.

ENGLISH THEATRE 
CELEBRATES ITS LARGEST 
NATIONAL EDUCATION 
INITIATIVE EVER DURING 
TARTUFFE TOUR

The 2013 NAC production of 
Molière’s play Tartuffe took to the 
road in September and October 2017 
for a six-performance, five-city tour 
of Newfoundland.  This marked the 
first tour for NAC English Theatre 
since 1998 and was complemented by 
a full suite of education and outreach 
activities taking place in all five 
communities. There were 20 distinct 
education and outreach events, and 
54 individual workshops led by artists 
in the company including comedian 
Andy Jones who adapted the play. 
Everyone who participated was 
grateful to have this exposure to arts 
education events. It was incredibly 
valuable to create bridges between the 
artists, students and communities in 
Newfoundland.

MUSIC ALIVE PROGRAM 
SUCCESSFULLY LAUNCHES IN 
THE ATLANTIC PROVINCES

Since 2006, the NAC Music Alive 
Program (MAP) has inspired and 
encouraged active participation by 
youth in the arts to foster creativity 
and personal growth, particularly in 
rural and remote regions of Canada.  In 
2017, Music Alive Atlantic was launched 
through significant events with local 
partners including a Young Artist 
Summit for Indigenous musicians, 
an urban songwriting project and 
interactive musician visits for rural 
schools.  Through MAP and with 
donor support, the NAC is proud to 
empower Canada’s rural, Indigenous 
children and under-served youth 
through music and the arts.

THE NATIONAL CREATION FUND 
IS A GAME-CHANGER FOR 
CANADIAN ARTISTS AND ARTS 
ORGANIZATIONS

The National Creation Fund, a 
major initiative to help Canadian 
artists and arts organizations create 
ambitious new work, officially opened 
on November 1. Supported by our 
generous donors, the Fund aims 
to change the game for creation in 
Canada by investing up to $3 million 
a year in 15 to 20 compelling new 
works of music, theatre, dance 
and inter-disciplinary performing 
arts such as Obeah Opera (Asah 
Productions, Toronto), Prison Dancer 
(Citadel Theatre, Edmonton), and 
Unikkaaqtuat (The 7 Fingers, Artcirq 
and Taqqut Productions; Montreal, 
Igloolik, Iqaluit).

INDIGENOUS THEATRE WARMLY 
WELCOMES LORI MARCHAND 
AS MANAGING DIRECTOR

Under the leadership of Artistic 
Director Kevin Loring, the NAC’s 
historic new Indigenous Theatre 
department began to lay the 
foundation for its first season in 2019 
with the recruitment of an extremely 
talented team.  Lori Marchand, a 
highly respected national leader 
in professional theatre, joined the 
team in April as Managing Director.  
Lori brings more than a decade of 
experience as the former Executive 
Director of Western Canada Theatre 
in Kamloops.  She is Syilx and grew 
up in Algonquin and Secwepemc 
Territory.
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Where Giving Makes 
the Difference
With your generous support, the 
National Arts Centre Foundation 
was proud to invest over $7.9 million 
in the NAC in 2017–2018.  Your 
generosity made a big impact, 
helping the Centre achieve its 
mission to develop and promote the 
performing arts by:

• Establishing the NAC as the 
pre-eminent showcase for the 
performing arts; 

• Acting as a catalyst for the 
performing arts nationally; and 

• Nurturing and supporting 
artists and arts organizations in 
communities across the country  

In 2017–2018:
• Nineteen percent of your gifts 

to the NAC were designated to 
the National Youth and Education 
Trust (NYET). The NYET 
funds performing arts education 
initiatives, impacting the lives 
of thousands of children across 
Canada;

• Many donors asked for their 
gifts to go where they’re most 
needed.  Thirty-two percent of 
gifts were designated to meet 
“highest priority needs,” giving 
the Foundation flexibility 
to support the NAC’s most 
urgent and compelling needs, 
such as leading-edge artistic 
performances, new creation and 
valuable education programs; and

• Eighty-two donors—76% of 
whom were in the Ottawa-
Gatineau area—named 89 
seats in Southam Hall by 
making a special gift of $5,000, 
raising $445,000 in support 
of performance, creation and 
learning.

Fundraising Total Gift Designations in 2017–2018

Total
$12,743,875

Creation
Campaign
$2,674,655

National 
Youth and
Education 
Trust

$2,429,161

Dance
$179,440

Investment
Income
$214,370

NAC Presents
$283,000

Theatre
$1,626,259

Other
$374,871

Music
$1,014,817

Endowments
$122,794

Highest
Priority Needs
$3,824,508

By the numbers

• The National Arts Centre staged 1,411 
performances, including Musical Adventures 
in my School;

• The NAC held 42 Student Matinees giving 
18,988 students the chance to enjoy live 
music, theatre and dance.  Each matinee also 
offered surrounding activities and workshops, 
teacher resources and online study guides, 
pre-chats and post-performance talk backs; 

• NAC Music celebrated the 20th anniversary 
of the Young Artists Program.  Since its 
inception, more than 1,200 participants 
from across Canada and 40 countries 
have benefitted from world-class training 
opportunities through this unique program; 
and

• NAC Dance Education and Outreach had 606 
participants take part in dance masterclasses 
as well as outreach programs such as Tea with 
a Ballerina, Coffee with a Choreographer and 
school dance workshops.
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Our Annual Donors: Together we’re championing 
the performing arts across Canada
The Donors’ Circle
Thank you for playing a starring role 
in everything we accomplish at the 
NAC.
Looking back on last season we 
have much to celebrate and it’s 
the generosity of our Donors’ 
Circle supporters that helped 
make it all possible.  With you by 
our side, we brought electrifying 
performance to our stage.  We 
invested in brilliant new creation 
and gave artists the chance to 
share their voices.  We helped 
emerging artists develop their 
talents and gave countless young 
people the chance to explore their 
own passion for the performing 
arts.  With your generosity, you’re 
part of every magical moment that 
happens on Canada’s stage and 
behind-the-scenes.

• Your annual donations totaled 
$1,531,513 representing 12% of all 
funds raised by the National Arts 
Centre Foundation in 2017–2018.

• Your gifts came in many sizes, 
ranging from $1 to $10,000 and 
more.

• Gifts under $500 added up to 
$717,825.  Gifts of all sizes 
make a difference in the areas of 
performance, creation and learning.

The Corporate Circle
The National Arts Centre Foundation 
would like to thank our local 
businesses and professionals for 
your generosity.  The 145 supporters 
of our Corporate Circle had a big 
impact, giving the performing arts the 
chance to flourish from coast to coast-
to-coast.  On behalf of the artists, 
audience members and young people 

exposed to the arts for the first time, 
we are grateful for your passion and 
generous support.

Planning for the Future
Last year, a special group of supporters 
showed their passion for the 
performing arts in an extraordinary 
way.  Esteemed members of our 
Emeritus Circle have pledged future 
gifts to the NAC valued at more 
than $6 million, through gifts in their 
Will, gifts of life insurance and other 
planned giving arrangements. Thank 
you for your generosity and vision, for 
the crucial role you play in ensuring a 
bright future for the performing arts 
in Canada.

A Picture of Annual Giving

Producer
41
$5,000 to $9,999

Director
34
$3,000 to $4,999

Maestro
116
$2,000 to $2,999

Playwright
221
$1,000 to $1,999

  Corporate Circle
Supporters
Total 145

Friend
1,785
$10 to $99

Sustainer
 1,371
$250 to $499

Associate
2,787
$100 to $249

Donors’ Circle
Supporters
Total 6,667

Benefactor
312
$500 to $999

Producer 
6
$5,000 to $9,999

Presenter
3
$10,000+

Maestro
62
$2,000 to $2,999

Playwright
61
$1,000 to $1,999

Director
13
$3,000 to $4,999
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